
Psi Betaôs mission is to promote professional development of 

psychology students in two-year colleges through promotion 

and recognition of excellence in scholarship, leadership, 

research, and community service.



Foundations of a 

National Honor 

Society in 
Psychology

Psi Beta 30th Anniversary 
(Founded: November 5, 1981)



Psi Betaôs Co-Founders

Ruth Hubbard Cousins

Psi Chi Executive Officer

1959-1991

Carol Cousins Tracy

Psi Beta Executive Director

1981-2005



Charter Chapters

¾ Cerritos College (Norwalk, CA)

¾ Cottey College (Nevada, MO)

¾ Des Moines Area Community College (Ankeny, IA)

¾ Golden West College (Huntington Beach, CA)

¾ Lincoln Trail College (Robinson, IL)

¾ McLennan Community College (Waco, TX)

¾ Mountain View College (Dallas, TX)

¾ Piedmont Technical College (Greenwood, SC)

¾ Prince George's Community College (Largo, MD)

¾ St. Phillips College (San Antonio, TX)

¾ South Central Community College (New Haven, CT)



First National Council

¾ Todd Gaffaney
Cerritos College, CA

¾ Irene Osthoffz
Cottey College, MO

¾ Sharon Mikeworth Lincoln 
Trail College, IL

¾ Jim Hail
McLennan Community College, TX

¾ Margaret S. Martin 
Piedmont Technical College, SC

¾ Alan Schultz
Prince Georgeôs CC, MD

¾ Ann Garrett Robinson
South Central CC,CT

Carol Tracy, Executive Director



Jim Hail, Ph.D.
McLennan Community 

College, TX

1st National President 

1981-1983

Early National Presidents

Dr. Allan Schultz

1983-1984

Dr. Margaret S. Martin

1984-1987

Dr. Ann Garrett 

Robinson            

1987-1990



National Presidents (1990 ð2011)

1990-91 Richard Miller 

Navarro CC, TX

1991-92 Sandra Ladd

West Valley College, CA

1992-93 Don Irwin

Des Moines Area CC, IA

1993-94 JoAnn Brannock

Fullerton College, CA

1994-95 Donna Stuber

North Central Missouri College, Mo

1995-96 Ann Ewing

Mesa CC, AZ

1996-97 Robin Hailstorks

Prince Georgeôs CC, MD 

1997-98 Jerry Rudmann

Irvine Valley College, CA

1998-99 Loren W. Cheney

CC of Rhode Island, RI

1999-00 Robbye Nesmith

Navarro CC, TX

2000-01 David Murphy 
Waubonsee CC, IL

2001-02 Beverly Burton

Piedmont Technical College, SC

2002-03 Tonja Ringgold 

Baltimore City Community College, MD

2003-04 Ken Gray 

College of Du Page, IL

2004-05 Jaye Van Kirk

Mesa College, CA 

2005-06 Sharon Burson 

Temple College, TX

2006-07 Alberta Johnson 

Georgia Highlands College, GA

2007-08 Heather LaCost 

Waubonsee CC, IL

2008-09 Laura Bittner

Carroll Community College, MD

2009-10 Fernando Ortiz

Santa Ana College, CA

2010-11 Sheri Chejlyk

State College of Florida at Sarasota/Manatee

2011-12 Robin Musselman (26th President)

Lehigh Carbon CC, PA



Psi Betaõs Executive Director
(2005-PRESENT)



Todayôs National Council and Staff



An Overview of 

Programs and Progress

Psi Betaôs 30th Anniversary 
(Founded: November 5, 1981)



Psi Betaôs Growth
Standards of Excellence & Organizational Growth

1981-2011

In 1994 Psi Beta became the first 

community college honor society to be 

accepted into the prestigious 

Association of College Honor Societies



Psi Beta Membership
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New Members Per Year 

On August 2nd, 2011 Psi Betaôs cumulative 

membership count reached 32,798 members!



The Ruth Hubbard  Cousins Distinguished Lecture
Annual Address at the American Psychological Association

1992 Neal E. Miller

1993 Stephen F. Davis 

1994 Wilbur J. McKeachie 

1995 Charles L. Brewer

1996 Carole E. Wade 

1997 Jane Halonen 

1998 Tony Strickland 

1999 James Prochaska

2000 Robert S. Feldman 

2001 Philip G. Zimbardo 

2002 Robert J. Sternberg

2003 Charles L. Brewer

2004    Ann Ewing

2005    Stanley Sue

2006 Robert Johnson

2007 Bernardo Carducci

2008 Thomas Ludwig

2009 Philip G. Zimbardo

2010 Jeffery Mio

2011 Scott O. Lilienfeld

Ruth Hubbard Cousins


